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Introduction

In compliance with the basic objectives of the Cooperation Council for the Arab
States of the Gulf, and in conformity with the objectives of the GCC Unified Economic
Convention seeking to achieve economic integration among GCC member states, and
aware of the crucial role played by GCC industries in the economies of the GCC member
states, it becomes vital for the member states to take necessary measures against dumping,
subsidy and increase of imports, which cause injury, threat of injury, or retardation to
GCC industries.

Pursuant to Article 86 of the Rules of Implementation of the GCC Common Law on
Antidumping, Countervailing Measures and Safeguard Measures which states, "The
Technical Secretariat issues an Official Gazette where it publishes all publications required
under this Common Law and its Rules of Implementation". Hereby, GCC-Bureau of
Technical Secretariat for Anti Injurious Practices in International Trade pleased to
publish the Notice Volume No (23) of the Official Gazette of GCC- Bureau of Technical

Secretariat for Anti-Injurious Practices in International Trade.
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The Secretariat General of the Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf (GCO)

GCC- Bureau of Technical Secretariat for Anti Injurious Practices in

International Trade

Initiation of Safeguard Investigation against the increase of GCC

imports of Steel products

In conformity with the GCC Common Law on Anti-Dumping, Countervailing and
Safeguard Measures and its Rules of Implementation, (hereinafter referred to as the
Regulation), the Permanent Committee has decided to initiate a safeguard investigation
against the increase of GCC imports of certain steel products pursuant to Article 2,
paragraph 4, of the Regulation, therefore, the GCC- TSAIP announces the Initiation of
Safeguard Investigation against the increase of GCC imports of certain steel products,
from the date of the publication of this notice in the Official Gazette of the Bureau of
the Technical Secretariat for the Injurious Practices in International Trade (hereinafter

referred to as Official Gazette) according to the following:



1.
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Products under Investigation

The Products under investigation are certain steel products which are classified under
the GCC-Unified Tariff Code as following:

No. Steel Categories HS Code
: 720827; 720837; 720838; 720839: 720851
1| Flat Hot Rolled Coils and Sheets 720853; 720854; 721113; 721114: 721119
2 Cold Rolled Flat Steel Coils and 720916; 720917, 720918; 720926; 720927;
Sheets 720928; 720990: 722550

721030; 721049; 721069; 721220; 721250;
721260; 722591; 722592; 722599

4 | Organic Coated Steel 721240

721310; 721320; 721391; 721399; 721410;
721430; 721510; 721550; 721590; 722710;
722720, 722810; 722820; 722840; 722850
722860

3 | Metallic Coated Steel

S | Reinforced Steel Bars and Wire Rod

6 Circular, Square, and Rectangular
Sticks and Rods

7 | Sections 721610; 721631; 721632; 730810
8 | Angles and Shapes 721621; 721650; 730120

Welded and Seamless Pipes and Tubes

9 |Including Items for Transporting Water,
Gas and Oil

721491; 721499; 722211; 722219

730424; 730520; 730531; 730539; 730611
730619; 730640; 730661; 730690

Those HS codes are given for information purposes only.
Increase of Imports & Serious Injury

The Permanent Committee found from the available data based on the study prepared
by GCC-TSAIP that there is an increase of GCC imports of the products under
investigation, either in absolute or relative to the GCC production during the period
2014 - 2018, where the volume of imports of all steel products combined increased in
2015 by 19% and then almost stabilized in 2016 (a slight decrease of less than 1%)
compared to 2014, and then continued to rise during 2017 and 2018 respectively by 10%
and 13% compared to 2014. These imports also recorded the same trend in relative

terms compared to the GCC production, where they recorded an increase during
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2015 by 18% and stagnation during 2016 compared to 2014, and then continued to
rise during 2017 and 2018 respectively by 20% and 16% compared to 2014. It was also
found that there was a significant increase in the volume of imports of each HS Code

of the products under investigation, whether in absolute or relative to production.

It was also found that the increase in imports under investigation was due to unforeseen
developments, namely the increase in the global production of steel, as well as the
trade procedures and measures adopted by many countries in the world against
their imports of steel products, which contributed to the significant increase in GCC

imports of steel products.

3. Procedures

4.

Based on the study prepared by GCC-TSAIP on the GCC imports of the products
under investigation and the situation of the GCC ind ustry, the Permanent Committee
has decided to initiate an investigation against the increase of GCC imports of certain
Steel products in accordance with Article 2, paragraph 4 of the Regulation, as they are
satisfied that the information, data, evidence, and facts reported in the study appear
to be sufficient to justify the initiation of the investigation as per the provisions of the
Common Law and its Rules of Implementation. Therefore, the Notice of Initiation
is published in this Official Gazette while its publishing date is considered to be
the effective date for the initiation of this investigation according to Article 9 of the

Regulation.

The investigation aims to determine whether the products under investigation
were being imported into GCC countries, as results of unforeseen developments, in
such increased quantities, absolute or relative to GCC production, and under such
conditions as to cause or threaten to cause a serious injury to the GCC industry that

produce like or directly competitive products.
Investigation Period
The investigation period covers the period from 1 January 2014 to 30 June 2019.

According to Article 23 of the Regulation, the investigation shall be completed
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within 12 months from its date of initiation. This period may be extended in special

circumstances for no more than 6 months.
5. Questionnaires and Collecting Information

In order to obtain necessary information for the investigation, the GCC-TSAIP
will send questionnaires to the parties who made themselves known and request a
questionnaire or through their diplomatic representatives or authorized consuls of the
exporting countries upon their requests. In order to receive a copy of the questionnaires,
all interested parties shall request a copy of the questionnaires within 10 days from
the date of publication of this notice in the Official Gazette thus, they can submit their

respective responses within the time limits.

All interested parties shall submit their responses to the questionnaires to the GCC-
TSAIP within (40) days from the date on which the questionnaires were sent to them
or to the embassies of the exporting countries according to the provisions of Article

(12) of the Regulation.
6. Public Hearings

A hearing will be held at the premises of the GCC-TSAIP for all interested parties
to present their views and arguments, provided that all interested parties shall make
themselves known to GCC-TSAIP within (21) days period from the date of publication
of this notice in the Official Gazette.

7. On-the-Spot Verification Visits

Pursuant to Article (18) of the Regulation, the GCC-TSAIP may conduct verification
visits at the premises of the interested parties to verify the accuracy of the information
submitted and to collect any additional information or data required for the

investigation.
8. Confidentiality

Any information provided by interested parties on a confidential basis, upon a

reasonable cause, shall be treated as confidential and shall not be disclosed without
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the specific permission of the party submitting it pursuant to Article (12) of the

Regulation.

Interested parties providing confidential information shall furnish a non-confidential
summary with sufficient details to permit a reasonable understanding of the substance
of the information submitted in confidence. If that information is not susceptible of
summary, the concerned parties shall provide a statement of the reason according to

Article (19) of the Regulation.

9. Non-cooperation

10.

11.

In cases any interested party refuses access to or otherwise does not provide necessary
information within the specified time limits and prescribed form or impedes the course
of theinvestigation, the GCC-TSAIP will make its preliminary and final determinations

based on the information available pursuant to Article (26) of the Regulation.

In cases any interested party provided any misleading or wrong information, it will

not be considered and information available may be used.

Public File

The GCC-TSAIP makes available all relevant non-confidential information submitted
by the interested parties through its public file. This information is available, upon
written request, for all interested parties at the premises of the GCC-TSAIP in Riyadh

during the investigation and before reaching the final determinations pursuant to
Article (14-3) of the Regulation.

Submission of Information

All relevant information including the information requested in this notice,
questionnaire replies and correspondence provided by interested parties, must be
communicated to GCC-TSAIP in writing and in electronic format and must indicate

the name, address, e-mail address, telephone and fax of the interested parties.





