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SHIPYARD
Ship Repair
Shipbuilding
Offshore Support Services
Technical Manpower Supply
Professional Diving Services
Vessels Maintenance Programs

OIL & GAS CONSTRUCTION

EPC - Storage Tanks & Pipelines
Plant Constructions

Civil Works

Electrical & Instrumentation Works
Quality Control & Testing Services

INDUSTRIAL MAINTENANCE

Operations & Maintenance Services
Rehabilitation Services

Production Facilities Maintenance
Heat Exchanger Maintenance

Tank & Valve Maintenance
Chemical Cleaning Services
Scaffolding Services

FABRICATION

Pressure Vessels, Storage Tanks, Reactors

0Oil & Gas Separators, Scrubbers, Desalters, Heaters,
Columns, Towers,

Shell & Tube Heat Exchangers, Launchers/ Receivers
Structural Fabrication, Piping Fabrication

TRADING

Boiler & Turbine Spares

SMLS Pipes - Line Pipes and Flow Pipes
Valves (Ball, Gate, Globe, Check)

RTP Pipes and Fittings

Pipe Fittings

Steel Abrasives (Steel Grits and Shots)
Blasting and Painting Equipment
Welding Equipment

Coating & NDT Instruments

Gas Detection Instruments
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Storage Tanks

Pipelines

Fabrication Services

Wellhead Christmas Tree and complete range of Drilling & Wellhead Equipment

Quality Control
and Testing Services

< g and General Contracting Company K.S.C (Closed)
nternational Compa or Environmental Service and Industrial Inspection V

ASME “U", “UZ”, “S", “P.P”, NB “R", API “1 2_]”

Tel : + 965 24624000 P.O.Box :21998,Safat 13080
Fax : + 965 24830291 Gate No. 7, Shuwaikh Port, Kuwait.

www.heisco.com

Commercial Reg. No : 20735
Email : heisco@heisco.com
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Committee graduates the 3rd J—
batch of the applicants for the
program
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Integrated Wastewater Management Concept for Sabhan industrial Zone
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Scaffolding & Formwork

“Delivering Excellence since 1975”

Acrow Bridge Table Form System
Project:

AC R O W % Jahra

Formwnrk Technolagy = Interchanges

Scope of work:
Supply and Supervision for the
Formwork and Scaffolding

for bridges 4 i
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SULAIMAN AHMED
ALQUDAIBI & SONS GROUP

Sulaiman Alqudaibi Co.
For GRP & Plastic Products
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Kuwait Sponge Industries Co.
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The Technical Company
For Kitchens Laundry Eqp.
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Arabain Marble Company
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Sulaiman Ahmed Alqudaibi Co.

For Profiles of Black Steel & Galvanized
Profiles
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Kuwait Plastics &
Mats Manufacturing Co.w.L.I.
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Sulaiman Alqudaibi Co.

For Plastic Pipes Polyglass Factory
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Kuwait Mattress Co.
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Tel.: +965 24744429/39/59 - Fax: +965 24744775

info@alqudaibi.com - www.alqudaibi.com
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HOME DELIVERY SERVICE \\
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www.abcjuice.com
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Sectors Kirby operates in:

* Factories and Workshops

+ Aircraft Hangars and Shelters

* Sports and Leisure

* Education

+ Offices and Other Commerecials
* Warehouse

* Hospitals and Clinics

+ Shopping Centers and Showrooms

* Heavy Industrial Plants
* Infrastructure and Utility

GLOBAL

-‘...q..'- angeanTRag

PRESENGE:

AW

ENGINEERING

M‘KNUFACTURING

\CAPABI OTIES

SALES OFFICES:

KUWAIT
DUBAI

ABU DHABI
DAMMAM
RIYADH
JEDDAH
QATAR
BAHRAIN
OMAN

T (+965) 24962700
T (+971) 4259192

T (+971) 26260024

T (+966) 138331678

T (+966) 114763334

T (+966) 126600139
T (+974) 44439973

T (+973) 17214168

T (+968) 24478935

E kuwait_sales@alghanim.com

E kirbydb@kirbybuilding.ae

E kirbyauh@kirbybuilding.ae

E kirbysaudi_dam@alghanim.com
E kirbysaudi_riy@alghanim.com
E kirbysaudi_jed@alghanim.com
E kirbyqgatar@alghanim.com
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Kuwaiti Engineer
Training in Ja

A young Kuwaiti engineer has suc-
cessfully earned a certificate to
master Toyota Production System
(TPS) after passing a challenging
exam in Japan. Salem Al-Khadhary
told Kuwait News Agency (KUNA)
that he completed a training in En-
hanced Production Management last
month in the central Japanese city
of Nagoya, which was organized by
the Association for Overseas Tech-
nical Cooperation and Sustainable
Partnerships (AOTS). Al-Khadhary
passed the tough exam at the end of
the training and obtained a certificate
from the TPS Certificate Institution
as his first step to master the Toyota
Production  System.

Al-Khadhary is an industrial en-
gineer working in the production
management at Cartons Industries
Company KSC located in Subhan
Industrial Area. "My work hours are
longer, but | feel that | can gain more
experience quicker and | have great-
er responsibility,” Al-Khadhary said.
Cartons Industries is a corrugated
carton manufacturing firm which was
established in 1980. “Our company is
proud to support him. He is a prime
example of a new generation of young
Kuwaiti graduates who have chosen
to enter the local manufacturing sec-
tor rather than seeking a government
job,” Executive Director Ahmad Al-
Khashti said.

Al-Khadhary also said he was motiv-
ated to train in Japan after he at-
tended the Japanese Management for
Manufacturing Industries course or-
ganized by Kuwait Industries Union in
Kuwait last year. Huda Al-Bagshi, the

Eng. Salem Adel Al-Khadhary at AOTS inJapan

general manager of Kuwait Industries
Union, emphasized the importance of
continually enhancing the skills and
knowledge of workers in Kuwait's
manufacturing sector.

Established in 1959, AOTS is a

Receives
nan

Japanese organization that promotes
technical cooperation between Japan
and overseas countries by promoting
the internationalization of industries
and trade.
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Dr. Manal Al-Hassawi: the
project directs youth minds and
potentials to a sector needy of
increasing the conscience

portant for presenting the industrial field
as KIU seeks to develop Mubadirin skills in
terms of ideas for establishing an indus-
trial enterprise or having a small existing
one.

Al-Mutawa affirmed that a number of
Mubadirin had benefited from the previ-
ous enterprise scientifically, technically
and technologically, saying that a number
continued the drive and had their private
enterprises.

In turn, Al-Hassawi said “the idea is so
wonderful that it guides the potentials of
some youth to a sector needy of more con-
science and new creative thoughts under
the state trend towards diversifying the
sources of income.”

She added that the industrial sector is
so important that it should be highlighted
through youth initiatives or enterprises
meeting the state development plan,
stressing the importance of collective ef-
forts to be part of such enterprises.

Al- Turky underscored the importance of
the idea of Mubadirin factory, which pro-
vides support of the youth Mubadirin who

Dr. Abdul Aziz Al-Turky: the
program directs Mubadirin to
choosing the correct enterprise
and ensuring its success

have new industrial ideas for choosing a
correct enterprise and ensuring its suc-
cess.

He described KIU step as “blessed”, ex-
pressing hope for its continuation for the
benefit of the national economy. He point-
ed out that "Mubadirin factory” is the Ist
step that reassures a new Mubadir before
heading to get support from the National
Fund for Developing Small and Medium
Enterprises.

Faisal Al-Quraifa said the National Fund
did not cooperate with KIU except after
its belief in the idea of enterprise and the
extent of its importance for the national
economy, explaining that the Fund cooper-
ates with all civil institutions, non-profit
public and private establishments with
ideas for developing the Kuwaiti society.

He added that KIU is the main sponsar of
elite different Kuwaiti factories and is the
main organizer of the industrial sector in
Kuwait.

Therefore, the Fund has cooperated with
KIU to save time and effort for reaching
the targeted groups, he announced.

Faisal Al-Quraifa: the “National
Fund" did not cooperate with
KIU except after it believed in
the idea of the enterprise and
the extent of its importance

He praised the great turnout by the Ku-
waiti youth, saying the number of appli-
cants for this course outnumbered the
available seats, in view of the program im-
portance in terms of increasing the con-
science of youth, training and qualifying
them in a way that helps them realize their
objectives.

Al-Quraifa further praised the level of
ideas launched by some youth, saying they
are in continual development in favor of
the Kuwaiti economy. He expressed hap-
piness with the youth accepting the advice
given by the arbitration committee in a
way suitable with the economic require-
ments in general.
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"Mubadirin Factory” Arbitration Committee
graduates the 3™ batch of the applicants

Within the framework of Phase Il of "Mu-
badirin Factory 3" organized by KIU in
cooperation with the National Fund for
Developing Small and Medium Enter-
prises, the arbitration committee recent-
ly met with a number of Mubadirin who
joined the training courses organized by
KIU for evaluating their level and qualifi-
cation for the final phase of the enterprise
before they enter practical life.

The arbitration committee grouped each
of Dr. Manal Al-Hassawi, Dr. Abdul Aziz
Al-Turky, Dr. Suhaila Al-Mutawaa and
Faisal Al-Quraifa besides KIU General
Manager Huda Al-Bagshi.

On this occasion, Al-Bagshi pointed out
that KIU felt the extent of interest by the

for the program

Al-Bagshi: Mubadirin (initiators)
provided new creative ideas
bearing addition to the indus-
trial sector

Mubadirin youth for executing new cre-
ative ideas implying an addition to the

industrial sector in case such ideas came

Dr. Suhaila Al-Mutawa: KIU seeks
to develop the skills of those who
have the idea of establishing an
industrial enterprise

true. For her part, Al-Mutawa expressed
happiness for participating in the Ist part

of Mubadirin factory enterprise, being im-




KIU organized
“Sustainable Quality Management”
Semina

In cooperation with KFAS, KIU
held a seminar titled "Sustain-
able Quality Management” where
the speaker was the Founder and
Director General of Rawad Inter-
national Company for Industrial
and Administrative Consultations
and Training Dr. Tareq Al-Duwai-
san.

The seminar in which a number of
representatives of governmental
factories and establishmentspar-
ticipated tackled the methods and
general instruments for improving
the level of the establishment per-
formance. It aimed at keeping the
participants familiar with the case
of quality at their establishments,
the way how to improve the per-

formance quality and knowing the
relation between quality and dif-
ference to realize distinction and
sustainable quality.

The seminar contained the sense
of technical and administrative
quality besides the 3 major ques-
tions in quality, the Ist enemy of
quality, quality and financial per-
formance, the way to institutional
excellence and quality improve-
ment (creativity-6  Sigma-I1SO
9001 and sustainability, quality
control, quality home).
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KIU was present at the HQ of the
Public Authority of Industry
during March

KIU held a permanent pavilion at
the HQ of the Public Authority of
Industry (PAI) during the previous
month of March for closely meeting
with the Authority visitors, owners
of Kuwaiti factories, KIU members
on one hand and presenting the
services provided by KIU to its
members on the other hand.

Through holding such pavilions,
KIU seeks to present the servi-
ces and features it provides to its

members of factories and indus-
trial companies besides attracting
other nan-member factories to
join and benefit from the services
it provides.

It is recalled that KIU was es-
tablished in 1989 for upgrading
the industrial sector. It has 320
industrial installations under its
umbrella. The number of active
factories in Kuwait is 750 instal-
lations approximately (according

to the most recent study issued
by PAl'in 2017), which helped KIU
become as a pressing power in
front of the government because it
voices the demands of the Kuwaiti
industrial sector.




"Public Authority of Industry’
participated in “Basra Expo’
to present Kuwaiti Products

Kuwait, represented by the Public
Authority of Industry (PAI), par-
ticipated in Basra International
Expo for Building and Construction
held during the previous month of
March in a step to present Ku-
waiti industries on one hand and
increase industrial exchange be-
tween the 2 countries on the other
hand.

Director of Promotion and Ex-
portation Opportunities at PAI
Hammad Al-Zu'bi said Kuwait

participation represented by PAI
in the expo was an apportunity to
increase the industrial cooperation
between the 2 countries, open
industrial cooperation horizons,
present Kuwaiti products and in-
crease exportation opportunities,
especially that it is the Ist Kuwaiti
participation after Iraq Recon-
struction Conference recently held
in Kuwait.

Participating in the expo were over
15 Kuwaiti companied specialized

in building and construction in co-
ordination with KIU.

However, the Kuwaiti companies
were part of 70 participating com-
panies from different countries.
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KIU participated in “Sadeer™ Expo
and Job Opportunities’

KIU participated with a special
pavilion at the Iith annual expo
of Sadeer General Trading and
Contracting Company, a leading
company in internal finishing of
buildings and external facades.
Participating were 42 foreign and
local companies.

The expo was held at the company
HQ in Sabhan during the period
13th -15th March 2018.

KIU also participated in “Job
Opportunities 2018" held at ACK
campus - Aviation College Build-
ing- during the period 19th-20th
March.

Participating were over 40 major
companies from different econom-
ic sectors in Kuwait.

Company services, including job
opportunities and training of ACK
students and graduates were of-
fered.
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Interview

b,

Jraiwi is preparing to open
the largest factory in the
region for producing spange
pressures

The company holds many
local and international cer-
tificates and recognitions

“We succeeded in making
partnerships with inter-
national companies and
suppliers”

44

Jraiwi work team is continually and
cooperatively seeking to achieve
more knowledge and visions in
various fields to keep the leading
position in the market, coping with
the most modern trends and tech-
nologies in this industry besides
providing the best products in an
innovated way at the suitable time,
making it gain customers’ admira-
tion and praise.

Success Partners
>> How about success
partners?

We are looking forward to making
partnerships of reciprocal interest
with international suppliers and
companies to maintain the good
reliable name of the company locally
and internationally. The company
believes that providing the best
products will enhance its position
when making partnerships with
prominent trademarks. Therefore,
the company is acting side by side
with its partners, the elite famous
American and European names, e.g.
the American Council for the Export
of Hard Wood, which provides us
with first grade oak wood, the Ger-
man leading Renocul and Bolmer
Companies in the manufacture of
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wood and the Belgian Flamou Com-
pany, the best at the level of Europe
in handmade furniture. These com-
panies represent a high value and
generally contribute to the success
of our company.

Export Abroad
>> How about your plans to
export abroad?

We have a plan to head for foreign
markets at competitive prices along
with keeping the level of quality pe-
culiar toJraiwi Industries. In general,
we export sponge to Gulf and other
countries. In wooden work  sector,
we've reached as far as the markets
of France and London after covering
all Gulf countries. Now, we are plan-
ning to go into the European market
after having had international Euro-
pean specifications and standards.
The Ist European market with which
we reached our final stages is the
Belgian market.

Competition

>> Would you tell us how
competition impacts your
industry?

The competition we are facing is
not internal but external by some
neighboring countries which are
exporting sponge products withaut
certified specifications, with the
understanding that local sponge
companies have adopted local stan-
dards in terms of regulations and
prices of every kind of up to 15 kinds
of sponge.

Industry Situation

>> From your viewpoint,
what are the most import-
ant problems of industry in
Kuwait?

The Kuwaiti industry is suffering a
basic problem represented in the
lack of industrial lands for serious
manufacturers. Some of those who
got industrial lands have sold them
at hundreds of thousands of Kuwaiti
Dinars to other serious factories at
a time serious manufacturers can-
not get land to expand their factory
or increase its production.

>> How have you got into
the world of industry and,
did your family have any role
in your trend?

Of course, my family had their influ-
ence. | followed suit of fathers and
forefathers. We are the 3rd gener-
ation at this factory where | had no
work outside it. | worked until | was
able to make a qualitative leap, thus
reaching such a great level as we
are now.

> How do you see the
role played by KIU towards
industry?

Through our personal experiment,
we can say that KIU has never let us
down. It has an active team desiring
to provide all support to the Kuwaiti
factories in all fields.



o,

Since its establishment in 1966 by lorahim
Mohmd. Al-Jraiwi, Jraiwi Sponge Industries
was launched as the Ist sponge factory in Ku-
wait and the Gulf until it has occupied today
a prominent position in sponge and furniture
industry.

Since its establishment, Jraiwi Company suc-
ceeded in designing and executing high quality
products using the most up-to-date inter-
national equipment and technologies to meet

customers” demands locally and internation-
ally with continually changeable preferences
for household furniture, restaurants and ho-
tels across all GCC countries.

Moreover, and as a result of the steady efforts
made by the company to keep its leading pos-
ition in the market and for meeting the needs
of wholesale and retail distributors in the re-
gion, the company obtained many certificates
and recognitions, including 1SO 9001, Euro-
pean Quality Certificate ad Kuwaiti Quality
Certificate.

Deputy Director General of the
company Mohmd. Adnan Al-Jraiwi
announced that the company seeks
to continue making partnerships
with international leading compan-
ies to provide its customers with the
best furniture, including mattress-
es, diwaniyas, decorative pieces and
mare, affirming that "we are estab-
lishing partnerships of reciprocal
interest with the American Wood
Export Council, the German Com-
pany Renocul, which is leading in the
manufacture of dyeing materials
and the Belgian Flamou known at
the level of Europe in the quality of
manufacturing handmade furniture.
Jraiwi products of innovated designs
gained the satisfaction of custom-
ers who love traditional and modern
furniture.

> What level have Jraiwi
Industries reached?

Jraiwi Company is preparing to open
the largest factory in the region
for producing sponge pressured
materials in Sabhan on an area of
10,000 square meters depending
on the use of modern technologies,
equipment and machines to realize
the maximum comfort for custom-
ers while abiding by the highest
international - standards.

Jraiwi is always proud of using CNC
Machines, known internationally of

being able to manufacture various
products, same as the original along
with keeping the minute details and
ensuring unified product quality that
cannot be competed with locally and
internationally.

Moreover, Jraiwi Industries possess
production lines to meet the in-
creasing demands of customers in
GCC states. The company has now
become one of the famous manu-
facturing companies, qualified and
ready to cover the demands for
large quantities of sponge products.

Human Capacity

>> Does the company have
enough manpower qualifying
it for distinction?

The work team at the company
groups over 400 specialists, ad-
visors and designers enjoying the
highest qualification levels.

Throughout the previous 50 years,
Jraiwi Industries proved that they
enjoy capacities, capabilities and
great success in providing new in-
novated products that meet the
needs, requirements, local and
international  standards.
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Youth Initiatives

b,

He won the Ist position
despite not thinking of
participation

| designed a special “Stock”
| called “Maker Fair”

Damage of my gqun by a
certain workshop motivated
me towards industry

Such handicrafts and in-
dustries could upgrade the
good name of Kuwait

44
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He points out that he imports
treated wood special for every
piece from companies specialized
in making shooting arms in Italy.
He adds that this wood has special
specifications to bear beating and
shaping and it is cut longitudin-
ally with the fibers and dried for 3
years before formation. Therefore,
any error in stock manufacture
would mean a big loss not less
than KD 250, let alone the waste
of time and effort.

No Support

As regards his obtainment of
material or immaterial support
from any side, he said his family
provided immaterial support but
“I received no support from any-
body, and not even the Shooting
Club, which is in bad need of such
a matter”

He adds: "I expected support from
the government or youth spon-
soring sides after winning the
award, or at least from any side
for adopting such ideas. But | was
surprised at the absence of any
interest in this matter, despite the
fact that such a project could serve
Kuwait and other GCC states
which are lacking in such projects.
I see the current support going to
restaurants and Cafe’s.”

Future Ambition

As regards his future ambition,
Al-Mutairi says he is considering
to establish the first factory for
manufacturing wood special for all
shooting arms so that Kuwait will
be the single Gulf and Arab coun-
try to manufacture such products,
expressing hope that the National
Fund for Developing Small and
Medium Enterprises would sup-
port his enterprise and provide it
with money, expertise and advice.

Final Words

In" conclusion, Al-Mutairi called
upon the state to support Kuwaiti
youth potentials through educa-
tional curricula adopting youth
from elementary and intermedi-
ate stages so that students would
graduate according to their hob-
bies and interests. He called upon
talented Kuwaiti youth to develop
their talents in service of their
country.



Shooting player, Saad Lafi
Al-Mutairi, was not a mem-
ber of the first team at the
Shooting Club (Doutle Trap
game) to expect winning the
first position in the “invention
competition”  organized by
Maker Fair held in Kuwait dur-
ing the month of February this
year, especially that he did not
basically think of participation.

He says he received an invi-
tation for participation from
thase in charge of the fair. The
invitation was a surprise for
him as he was not prepared
for it. "I accepted the chal-
lenge and designed a special
‘stock” | called "Maker Fair’
with which Il participate at
the next Asia championship in
"S. Korea', especially that this
piece met the admiration of a
large group of the fair visitors
who were surprised by it,” he
adds.

He says his winning was a sur-
prise for him, especially that
there were many others with
expertise and skill in sculpture
and formation. He thanked the
interaction and admiration of
the attendance.

Necessity is the Mother of
Invention

He first invented the "stock” (=rear
of the gun) considered a unique
partinterms of being different from
other “stocks” in size, similar to
eye glasses that differ in size from
one person to another according to
ane’s eye sight, i.e. any increase or
decrease in the stock size will lead
to shooting imbalance.

He tells his story with this
invention as follows:

‘I needed to amend the “stock” of
my gun used in Olympic Games
(skate-trap-double trap). | checked
with a wooden workshop which
damaged it instead of adjusting it.
This made me angry and motivated
me to think of solving my problem by
myself, especially that | am a shoot-
ing player first of all and handicraft
amateur secondly, which helped me

master this handicraft and avoid
the errors of others.”

‘I adjusted the stock myself and
succeeded in being first at the
championship in 2010 during Asia
tournament  competitions. - After-
wards, [ continued making the stack
for myself and for my friends. | could
make many achievements at local,
Gulf and Arab championships, with
the understanding that my work-
shop is small with 3x3m area and
without any support from any side.”

High Costs

He announces that this craft helped
save for the Kuwaiti shooters high
costs of manufacture abroad be-
sides other technical requirements
a player needs to meet.

He says such crafts and industries
could upgrade the good name of
Kuwait, especially that such pieces

cannot be manufactured through
machines and equipment, what-
soever this industry is accurate. It
is a handicraft 100%, which means
that an item should be made for
each person apart according to
ane’s physical specifications, adding
that the craft is very accurate and
needs special support, particularly
that it benefits the shooting game in
Kuwait and is able to bring the Ku-
waiti banner high at all international
competitions.

Here was the Beginning

As regards the beginnings with this
industry, Al-Mutairi says: “at the
beginning of my habby, | travelled
to Italy and learned the profession
at workshops there. | benefited
from my shooting expertise in how
to make the stock special for every
shooting player till | succeeded in
reaching these results | realized
with all of my friends.”
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Interview

> Has Iraq Reconstruction
Conference in which the
Chamber recently partici-
pated realized its objectives?

It was an unprecedented conference
in terms of the number of attendees,
over 2,300 international companies,
a number of senior governmental of-
ficials from mast countries worldwide,
whichis a clear-cut evidence of being a
successful conference with objectives
realized.

The conference saw titles of - studies
for suggested projects that will start
under the supervision of the World
Bank and the Iraqi government. Com-
panies began contacts with the Iraq
National Investment Authority for
studying the appartunities and directly
getting involved.

> Do you not see that
Kuwait might have bigger
chance because of its loca-
tion and role in organizing
the conference?

This topic was discussed with the of-
ficial authorities. There is a trend for
overcoming the obstacles impairing
the increase of commercial exchange
between the 2 countries, especially as
regards customs duties reaching 35%
besides many procedures that should
be facilitated between the 2 parties.

>> How do you see the
added value tax in Kuwait
affecting the prices?

This depends on whether this tax will
be applied to goods harmful ta hu-
man health (tobacco, soft drinks). If
s0, such a trend goes in harmony with
the health situation, but if taxes would
be levied on all products, this would
impact exporting Kuwaiti products
to Gulf countries, especially KSA and
UAE, which have actually started ap-
plying the tax.

Alsenae | 79

>> How do you evaluate the
role of the Kuwaiti industrial
sector and its contribution
to GLP?

The Kuwaiti industry needs industrial
land areas. There are over 3,000
applications piled over 15 years. The
government can allocate sea isles as
industrial areas and, there are exten-
sive areas of land along the borders,
similar to many Gulf countries.

According to the statistic special for
the ratio of downstream industries
(inclusive of refined oil products) to
GLP itis 7% but it is not over 4.8%
without oil products. Therefore, we
need to raise this ratio, especially
when we know that the same in other
GCC states reaches 16% in Bahrain,
13% in KSA, 12% in Oman, 10% in UAE
and 7% in Qatar.

> Manufacturers are
complaining about Tenders
Law No. 49/2016 which
has recognized the equality
between Kuwaiti and Gulf
products, what do you say?

Enforcing laws unilaterally is unfair.
Any agreements concluded with any
state or establishments should ob-
serve reciprocal treatment. In case it
was enforced unilaterally it would be
unacceptable. Kuwait should follow
suit of other GCC states to protect its
producers and manufacturers.

>> How do you evaluate
KIU role towards industry in
Kuwait?

KIU is playing a unique prosperous
role. | lift the "Agal” for KIU for its dis-
tinguished initiatives and performance
through holding expos, assisting and
training the youth and helping find
work opportunities for them at Kuwaiti
factories. These are good initiatives
and, | thank KIU leadership and board
employees for their great efforts and
good initiatives so that it can be called
“Initiative Union’”

> Do you see that the
National Fund for Small En-
terprises is a real supporter
of serious youth enterprises?
The National Fund is the main loco-

motive of youth. It should be able to
give and be the lever of Small and

)}: 8

L

Medium Enterprises for attracting
youth to free business. It is certain
that the National Fund Law is good
and needs enforcement through an
abled administrative body.

»> You already assumed the
2 portfolios of “Commerce”
and “Social Affairs’, did your
political work affect your
family and children?

It had a great effect. | lost 10 kg of
weight during that period. That also
affected my presence with my family
members. However, Kuwait deserves
all this effort.

Here | say that the government should
have a work plan in that even if the
minister was changed the plan should
stay unchanged and, a new minis-
ter would complete the efforts of the
outgoing one so that a ministry would
continue work and production. This
should be the vision of the government
itself and not that of the minister.



7

Znd Deputy Chairman of
Kuwait Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry Abdul
Wahab Al-Wazzan said
the economic situation in
Kuwait needs compre-
hensive reform and to

be under the umbrella of
liberal economy, pointing
out in an interview with
"Al-Senae” to structural
imbalances represented
in inflated public ex-
penditure, disabling

some economic laws, e.g.
“B.OT", privatization” and
“taxation’.

Following are the details:

44

> First of all, please talk
to us about the role of the
Chamber and its effective
contribution to building
and establishing economic
legislation?

Since establishment up to now, the
Chamber has participated in study-
ing and reviewing many legislations
that organize the economic activity
in Kuwatt. It gave opinion in many lo-
cal economic issues, helped address
them and prepared many studies
of interest for the national ecanomy
and business sector. Outside Kuwait,
it played its role, whether at the GCC
level in joint econamic issues, Arab
and foreign levels.

>> What prominent laws
and legislations regarding
which did the Chamber have
an influential opinion?

The Chamber launched the idea of
establishing KFAS, which was actual-
ly done. It also gave opinion to the ef-
fect of establishing Kuwait Free Zone,
amending the law of Capital Markets
Authority, dropping consumer and
installed loans, considering annual
and 5-year plans (development plans
projects), matters associated with
industrial affairs, addressing the re-
percussions of the World Economic
Crisis 2008 and Souk Al-Manakh
Crisis 1982. It requested providing
storage areas for companies and
land areas for to set up factories and

cancellation of fees for ship anchor-
age at Kuwaiti ports to encourage
re-export. It gave opinion in levying
income tax fees, terms of reference to
study turning Kuwait into a financial
and commercial centre, Zakat draft
law, contribution of companies to the
state budget and privatization project,
which means that the chamber has
its thoughtful opinion in all economic
laws.

>> How do you see Kuwait's
economic reality and future?

The economic situation in Kuwait
needs comprehensive reform in full,
i.e. moving from the economy that de-
pends on income ruled by the public
sector to a competitive economy per-
formed and motivated by the private
sector and free business under the
liberal economy umbrella.

The state is suffering structural im-
balances represented in an inflated
public consumer spending, the public
sector hegemony and deviation of
the labor structure besides disabling
and not activating some laws already
issued and related to economy, in-
cluding B.OT, privatization and tax
laws.

> Youhave a famous
quote on building “human
beings and not stone” and
stoppage of governmental
employment, would you talk
to us about it?

The reason of this quote is the pres-
ence of a profound problem, even that
the World Bank president tackled it
with the political leadership during
Iraq reconstruction conference. He
pointed out that Kuwait is fine but it
suffers 2 basic problems, ie. educa-
tion and health. Internationally, it is at
the rear of the educational drive and
it spends massive funds for medical
treatment abroad instead of building
the best sanatoriums and hospitals
in cooperation with the largest world
universities and hospitals.

> Do you think that the
“strategic alternative” is
the reason behind youth
reluctance to work with the
private sector?

| see that the main governmental
problem is that of “cadres” and “priv-
ileges” existing with the public sector
having less work hours and reward-
ing salaries besides long leaves, con-
ducive to youth reluctance to work
with the private sector. Therefore, the
government should cut short those
privileges gradually, adopt a correct
method and roadmap on what we
want and the way-how to reach what
we want.
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