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SHIPYARD

Ship Repair & Refurbishment
Shipbuilding

Offshore Support Services

Technical Manpower Supply

) Professional Diving Services

Vessels Maintenance Programs

New Buildings & Repair of SPM Buoys

Professional Diving Services

OIL & GAS CONSTRUCTION

(s EPC - Storage Tanks & Pipelines

G Plant Constructions

G Civil Works

(& Electrical & Instrumentation Works
G Quality Control & Testing Services

INDUSTRIAL MAINTENANCE

G Operations & Maintenance Services
G+ Rehabilitation Services

(o Pproduction Facilities Maintenance
(> Heat Exchanger Maintenance

(s Tank & Valve Maintenance

(o Chemical Cleaning Services

Co Scaffolding Services

GALVANIZING PLANT

Galvanizing Plant

EAVY ENGINEERING INDUSTRIES & SHIPBUILDING CO. K.S.C (Public)
ap

HEISCO

FABRICATION

G
Gs
Go
Gs
G
Cs

TRADING

G
G
G
G
G
¢
G
G

TESTING & CALIBRATION LAB

Pressure Vessels, Storage Tanks,
Reactors, Oil & Gas Separators, Scrubbers,
Desalters, Heaters, Columns & Towers,
Shell & Tube Heat Exchangers,

Launchers / Receivers,

Structural Fabrication, Piping Fabrication

Boiler & Turbine Spares

Seamless Pipes - Line Pipes and Casing
Valves (Ball, Gate, Globe, Check)

Pipe Fittings

Steel Abrasives (Steel Grits and Shots)
Blasting and Painting Equipment
Welding Equipment

Coating & NDT Instruments

Pipelines

Syncrolift Platform

Subsidiaries : Gulf Dre
- Kuwait International Compa
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SETTING THE STANDARD

Tel : + 965 24624000
Fax : + 965 24830291

P.0.Box : 21998,Safat 13080
Gate No. 7, Shuwaikh Port, Kuwait.

Quality Control
and Testing Services

. _(Closed)
nspection W,

7
4

Commercial Reg. No : 20735
Email : heisco@heisco.com

ACCREDITED

www.heisco.com




KHALID ALI ALKHARAFI & BROS. CO.
ailgalg sl cadie A &%) i

Over 40 Years Experience

“Delivering Excellence since 1975”

Certified Top Category:
Civil | Electrical [ Mechanical Contractor /\
Project:

In-house Engineering Capabilities. )
Judical Legal
Studies Building

Certified:

-1SO 9001:2008
-1SO 14001:2004

- OHSAS 18001:2007

Project: KOC Main Building

+965 2208 3000 +965 2208 3001 info@khalidkharafi.com www.khalidkharafi.com
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@GR EB ¥ kfmkuwait
@ kuwaitflourmills.com
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THE OF PRE-ENGINEERED
METAL BUILDING SOLUTIONS
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Sectors Kirby operates in: SALES OFFICES:

- Factories and Workshops KUWAIT T (+965) 24962700 E kuwait_sales@alghanim.com

» Aircraft Hangars and Shelters DUBAI T (+971) 42591192 E kirbydb@kirbybuilding.ae

* Sports and Leisure ABU DHABI T (+971) 26260024  E kirbyauh@kirbybuilding.ae

* Education DAMMAM T (+966) 138331678  E kirbysaudi_dam@alghanim.com
* Offices and Other Commerecials RIYADH T (+966) 114763334  E kirbysaudi_riy@alghanim.com

* Warehouse JEDDAH T (+966) 126600139  E kirbysaudi_jed@alghanim.com
> Stz Cantems and Sheveans QATAR T (+974) 44439973  E kirbygatar@alghanim.com

« Heavy Industrial Plants BAHRAIN T (+973) 17214168 E kirbybahrain@alghanim.com

* Infrastructure and Utility OMAN T (+968) 24478935  E kirbyoman@alghanim.com

* Hospitals and Clinics
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Ll uady &l §las
Awesome taste that touches your heart.

uJ ‘ - Celebrating 40 Years of Manufacturing
. Vi Delicious and Quality Snacks.
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FOOD INDUSTRIES CO.
P.0. Box 26221 Sefal 13123 Kuwal

i Phane - +065 24742242 ° Fax | #8365 24730141
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SULAIMAN AHMED
ALQUDAIBI & SONS GROUP

Sulaiman Ahmed Alqudaibi Co.

For GRP & Plastic Products For Profiles of Black Steel & Galvanized
Profiles
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Sulaiman Alqudaibi Co.

For Plastic Pipes Polyglass Factory
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The Technical Company
For Kitchens Laundry Eqgp.
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Arabain Marble Company Kuwait Mattress Co.
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Tel.: +965 24744429/39/59 - Fax: +965 24744775
info@alqudaibi.com - www.alqudaibi.com
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Attended by the Director and Members of the Construction Program
KIU Organizes the Informational Meeting on
the Opportunities Available in
“Al-Shedadiya” University Project

Mr. Hussein Al-Kharafl in the center between Dr. Qutaiba Rizougi, Dr. Mohammed Sadiq and Huda Al-Bagshi

Kuwait Industries Union organized an informational meet-
ing on the opportunities available in Sabah Al-Salem Uni-
versity City “Al-Shadadia Project”, attended by the Chairman
of KIU Hussein Al-Kharafi, the Director of the Construction
Program of AlShadadia project, Dr. Qutaiba Rizougi and a
large number of Kuwaliti companies and manufacturers.

The team of the Construction Program reviewed and pre-
sented the details of the new stagdes of Al-Shadadia praject
and the key opportunities for local manufacturers to cater
to the needs of the praject.

The Chairman of the union, Mr. Hussein Al-Kharafl, com-
menced the meeting by stating that the meeting was held
at the initiative of the union that was received with an im-
mediate response from the administrators of the Construc-
tion Program office led by Dr. Qutaiba Rizougi, expressing
the hope that the rest of the ministries of state will follow
the example of Al-Shadadia University in its early introduc-
tion of available projects so that the private sector can learn
about the needs of these projects before they are put forward
for implementation.

BEven though there are laws crippling in the private sector,
he added, we find the insistence from some government of-
ficials to engage the local product. However, there is dis-
honest competition and circumvention by some when im-
plementing the laws and legislations, he said, at the same
time, the new tender law gave the local product a 20% prior-
ity over all other products, but this cannot be done without
the insistence of government agencies, and in Saudi Arabia
this is not a hearsay, it is a standard practice.

On the other hand, two members from the Construction
Program, Lujain Al-Rashid and Ziad Al-Bagir, the compon-
ents of Sabah Al-Salem University City “Al-Shadadia Pro-
ject”, and discussed the current opportunities that will be

available during the next phase, which is a 1,300 square
meter including a mosque, Faculty of Architecture and a
Medical Campus.

Members of the Construction Program said that the Fac-
ulty of Architecture, which has a total construction area
of 97,000 square meters and a total cost of K.D 60 Million,
would include seven main departments. While the medical
campus would contain & main packages, the first are cen-
ters of sports and recreational activities, the second pack-
age would include 5 medical colleges, and the third package
would include a hospital with a capacity of 700 beds and a
research center.

A number of industrial companies, attending the meeting,
had questioned the reality of participating in the imple-
mentation of new projects in the University City of Sabah
Al-Salem, especially since most of these companies were ex-
cluded in the past because of what was known as “classifica-
tion”. Dr. Qutaiba Rizouqi responded that the Construction
Program is now being involved in the support process of
local products whenever they conform to the specifications
set by the consulting office responsible for the implementa-
tion of the praject, calling on companies to submit their ob-
jection if a non-local products were selected when the same
are available locally with the same approved specifications.

Dr. Rizouqi added that Construction Program’s door is open
and all local companies and manufacturers are welcome to
submit their offers, or inquire about opportunities for local
products, stressing that the administrators of the program
will not hesitate for a moment to stand by the approved lo-
cal products that conform to specifications in all its future
projects.
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Attended by a Group of Industrialists

A Joint Meeting with KFAS Conducted by
Kuwait Industries Union

On Monday, 17/02/2020 Kuwait Industries Union conducted
a joint meeting with Kuwait Foundation for the Advance-
ment of Sciences - KFAS, which was attended by the General
Manager of the Union Ms. Huda Al-Bagshi, Program Man-
ager of Enterprise Knowledde Enhancement Mr. Moham-
mad Abdullah and other representatives from local factor-
ies.

Ms. Huda Al-Bagshi commenced the meeting by stressing
on the importance of the partnership that brings together
KFAS and Kuwait Industries Union in a number of training
programs organized by the Union.

Ms. Huda, Al-Bagshi pointed out that the aim of the meeting
is to introduce the current and future strategy of KFAS, and
the major services provided by the Foundation to Kuwaiti
factories, which stems from its willingness to support and
encourage innovation, science and technology in various
industrial sectors.

Program Manager of Enterprise Knowledge Enhance-
ment Mr. Mohammad Abdullah reviewed the main aspects
of the current and future strategies emphasizing on the five
years strategy that started back in 2017 until {021, while
the new strategy will start during the period from 2028 till
20."7.

He added that the Foundation’s current strategy focuses
on promoting research and development, pointing out that
KFAS is a non-profit entity funded by private sector com-
panies, and aims to enhance knowledge and focus on innov-
ation through 3 key departments, namely the Department
of Scientific Culture, Academic Department, and Companies
and Innovation Department.

Mohammed Abdullah said that the three essential pro-
grams the Foundation is currently focusing on are (applied
studies, data solutions, and dialogue between the public and
private sectors). In this regard, he applauded the recent
dialogue during Jusoor Expo that was organized by KIU
and attended by Khaled Al-Roudan, Minster of Commerce
and Industry, and Minister of State for Economic Affairs
Mariam Al-Aqgeel.

Abdullah highlighted the importance of data availability to
various governmental sectors indicating that the Founda-
tion is currently seeking to map all the data in Kuwait to
determine the authority responsible for obtaining it. He also
informed that KFAS would not collect any data because this
is not their role especially since KFAS seeks to maintain its
neutrality. However, KFAS role will be to try to remedy the
current situation and to make the data available to all who
wish to obtain it through the responsible authority, which is
the Central Statistics Bureau.

He revealed the launching of a new program that the Foun-
dation is seeking to implement “CO-FUNDING”, a program
through which the research of factories and companies will
be financed by up to 50%. A large number of the attendees

Mohammed Abdullah

from local factories applauded the idea; especially since the
researches and development process is costing them a huge
armount of money and long periods of time.

He also said the new program, which will be implemented
soon, will finance research through the Foundation, as well
as cooperate with local research bodies such as the Kuwait
Institute for Scientific Research, or international special-
ized research bodies.

The meeting was concluded with an open discussion be-
tween the local industrialists and KFAS representatives.
The discussion focused on important points, namely the ab-
sence of local laboratories to examine Kuwaiti-made prod-
ucts wherein factory owners are forced to send sample of
their products abroad for testing and approvals. A number
of attendees proposed that KFAS adopt the idea to supervise
local specialized laboratories in order to overcome this ob-
stacle. The idea was well received by Mohammed Abdullah
who promised to work on its implementation in cooperation
with the General Authority for Industry.
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Turkish Ambassador to Kuwait Visits Kuwait Industries Union

to Discuss Opportunities of Cooperation

Hussein Al-Kharafi with Turkish Ambassador Ayse Koytak

Mr. Hussein Al-Kharafi, Chairman of Kuwait Industries
Union, together with the General Manager, Mrs. Huda Al-
Bagshi, welcomed the Turkish Ambassador to Kuwait her
Excellency Ambassador Ayse Hilal Sayan Koytak, who
visited the union accompanied by the commercial attaché
Atila, Bashboug.

During the visit, they discussed investment opportunities
and joint cooperation between Kuwait and Turkey, and ways
to invite Turkish investors to contribute to the implementa-
tion of industrial projects in Kuwait, as well as to introduce
opportunities for Kuwaiti investors in Turkey.

Turkish Ambasgsador expressed her pleasure to visit the
union, especially after attending the 6th Conference (Ju-
soor EXPO 2019), organized by the union last December,
which highlighted the hopes and ambitions of the industrial
sector in Kuwait.

She applauded the efforts of implementing the new terminal
project at Kuwalit International Airport (Terminal 2) that is
being constructed by a Turkish company. She stated that
(Terminal 2) 1s a huge and distinctive project in line with
the vision of the political leadership; “New Kuwait 2035
She also mentioned that the new terminal project at Kuwait
International Airport (T) is designed to be one of the most
advanced and environmentally friendly airports in the
world.

Mr. Hussein Al-Kharafi welcomed her Excellency Turkish
Ambasgsador to Kuwalit and stated that Kuwait has an open
door policy towards all investors from all over the world,
whether by direct investments through Kuwait Direct In-
vestment Promotion Authority, or through partnership
with Kuwaiti investors.

Turkish companies can have a large presence and a, dis-
tinctive role in the implementation of major projects in Ku-
wait, he added, especially in light of Kuwait’s willingness to
launch more major development projects through the gov-
ernment’s long-term development plan, which includes a
number of large projects.

Al-Kharafl expressed his hopes to expand the joint cooper-
ation and benefit from the Turkish industrial expertise
that has excelled in many industries and played a role in
the rapid growth of the Turkish economy over the past few
years, and also for Kuwaiti companies to play a major role in
Investing in Turkey.

Al-Kharafi concluded the meeting with a documentary that
includes the most important activities and programs imple-
mented by Kuwait Industries Union in recent years, as well
as a range of distinct investment and industrial opportun-
ities available in the Kuwaiti industrial sector.
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KIU Presents a Working Paper During
the Kuwaiti-Qatari Forum

Kuwaiti Industries Union participated in the Kuwaiti-Qatari
forum organized by the Kuwait Chamber of Commerce and
Industry on February 19. KIU praoject engineer Nour Al-Ru-
gaib, presented a, working paper during the second session
of the forum on the industrial sector in Kuwait and invest-
ment opportunities available, in addition to the ambitions to
strengthen the partnership between Kuwait and Qatar by
building an effective partnership between the two parties
and contributing to development projects stating that the
Qatari market is promising and is attracting Kuwaiti and
Gulf products due to the many advantages.

Al-Rugaib presented in her paper the importance of facili-
tating an import and export mechanism, providing a Guide
to the requirements and procedures of investing in the Qa-
tari market to facilitate, and strengthen the partnership be-
tween the two countries. The Guide includes the rights and
duties of the investor, fees imposed, available support and
possible financing.

She highlighted the role of KIU that aims to sponsor, de-
velop the local industry while taking care of the interests
of the members, encouraging national employment, and

PC

cooperating with government agencies to develop the in-
dustrial sector. Al-Rugaib also reviewed the existence of 7
industrial zones in Kuwait, in addition to 760 industrial es-
tablishments in the country, indicating that industries are
divided into more than 9 different sectors; the contribution
of the industrial sector to GDP is about 7%.

KIU Organized “Planning Under Pres-
sure” Training Program

Kuwait Industries Union implemented the training pro-
gram “Planning Under Pressure” with the participation of
30 workers in factories members of the Union.

The two-day training program was held in KIU training
hall on the 18th and 19th February, and was presented by
trainer Ms. Manal Al-Hasawi.

Participants commended the program’s aspects that will
play a major role in improving the working environment
in different factories and in dealing with all current and
future variables based on modern scientific strategies.
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Ne’emnah Perfumes is considered within the SME system.
Mohammed Al-Ne’emah transformed his hobby of making
and mixing perfumes into a business, and Later becom-
ing the first Arab perfume designer to compete with inter-
national brands, and exclusively at Sephora International
Stores where it is considered the biggest competition and
challenge for Ne’lemah Perfumes.

Ne’emah told Al-Sena’e that one of the most important rea-
sons that helped his praoject succeed from the start was the
quality of raw materials used in making fragrances and
the continuous development and research in obtaining
and selecting the finest types of essential oils from all
over the world. He pointed out that he oversees the process
by travelling to look for these materials from East Asian
countries, India, France, Bulgaria, Turkey and America.

He mentioned that the company is currently operating
through its own stores, as well as through Sephora stores
wherein its products are sold exclusively. He also said the
company has expanded into a number of markets such
as Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, UAE, Bahrain, Qatar, Singapore,
Malaysia, Australia, New Zealand, Russia and soon into
India, Indonesia and the rest of the world through the on-
line website where we deliver our products worldwide, with
a plan to expand into the European and American market.

On his opinion on the condition of industry in Kuwait,
Ne’emnah said the industry still needs support and encour-
agement, stressing that he personally did not rely on any
government or other support when he started his busi-
ness, saying that the support of his family was one of the
most important reasons for his success and growth.

Ne’emah shared positive messages with Al-Send’e inviting
the government to pay more attention to the industrial
sector, to enhance the Kuwaliti industry and export its
products to the world. He also encouraged Kuwaiti youth
saying, “Work in the thing that you love and develop it put-
ting in your mind that there is nothing impossible in life.”
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Ne’emah Perfumes a 23 Years Old Kuwaiti Brand
Mohammed Ne’emah a Young Kuwaiti
Entrepreneur Started at the Age of 17

23 years ago7 and exaetly in the year In a special interview with Al-Sena’e, Mohammed Ne’emah
1097 Mohammed Nelemah. who was spoke about Ne'emah Perfumes journey describing it as a

- ) ) “wonderful journey” from participating in exhibitions, to
only 17 years old at that time, found- the opening of a small shop in Kuwait, to the distribution of

“Ne’ermnah” perfumes in nearly 200 stores across 10 coun-

) o
ed Ne'emah & local brand for oriental tries, through “Ne’emah” shop branches and through Seph-

p@l’fUHIGS. ora stores in the Middle East, East Asia and Russia.
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Interview

Challenges & Competitiveness

On the impact of the Region’s challenging conditions on the
company’s business and performance, Eng. Mahrous stat-
ed that Americana Group has always turned challenges to
opportunities; adding that the success pivots on the com-
pany’s continued efforts in overcoming any challenges, em-
ploying the best talents and producing the distinct array of
guality products.

The Distinguished Factories Award

,Eng. Mahrous also proudly talked about their win of recent
Award of His Highness the Amir for the most distinguished
factories of the meat and bakeries manufacturers, wherein
Americana won the first and second place. He pointed out
that the Award is a tribute of the dedication and outstand-
ing performance of the teams, as well as their constant
commitment to the growing the Kuwait industrial sector.
“There is no doubt that this competition, which calls for fair
and honest competition amongst the largest industrial fa-
cilities in Kuwalit; is a clear indicator of the success of the
constructive collaboration between the private and public
gectors. It is also an indication of high importance given
to following global industrial practices, focusing on quality
and enabling innovation. The Award reflects the continuous
efforts exerted by both public & private sectors, to further
develop the industrial sector and society, with the aim of
yielding positive results and impact for the country.”

He added, “We commit to continue developing our business,
products and the capability of our employees, for the mutual
benefit of all. There is no doubt that winning such a presti-
gious Award is a true testament to the dedication of all our
employees, and the ongoing support of that the various pub-
lic sector entities provide us, to help us achieve this success
and continuous growth.”

Industry in Kuwait

On his opinion on the state of industry in Kuwait and the
competition observed in the market, particularly in the
food -manufacturing sector, Eng. Mahrous pointed out that
the Kuwaiti market is one of the most important markets

in the region and the birthplace of many food innovations
and leading companies in this sector. Kuwait is also a lead-
ing market in mapping the needs and trends of the Arab
consumer in the food business. There is no doubt that the
increase product-offerings and competitor activity, signi-
fles not only the importance of the sector, but it’s ability to
absorb even more product offering and players, as well.
Eng. Mahrous also added that Americana provides close to
1,000 jobs in Kuwait directly within its facilities, and more
than 10,000 indirect job opportunities across its entire
value chain.

Kuwait Industries Union

Eng. Mahrous applauded the key role that the Kuwait Indus-
tries Union plays in the development of the industrial sector
in Kuwait. He recognized its meaningful vision that pro-
motes the Industry, encouraging investors and employees
to contribute, as well as its instrumental role in facilitating
investment, innovation and growth, through successful
private-public collaborations. Kuwait Industries Union is
without doubt, one of our key partners in success.




Regional Chief Executive Officer (CEO)of the Meat &
Bakeries Cluster, Engineer Mohammed Mahrous,
shared during an interview with Al-Sena’e that
the Americana’s Food Division manufactures and
distributes more than 15 brands, in seven key cat-
egories: meat, poultry, vegetables, canned food and
corn snacks, potato snacks, biscuits and cakes. The
Division operates 25 manufacturing facilities in
four major markets, including storage and distri-
bution facilities, thus creating more than 20,000
direct job opportunities.

“Americana Group has a very close relationship
with the Kuwaiti society for decades, since 1964,”
He said “Kuwait is of great importance to Amer-
icana as it has two of the Group’s most important
factories - Meat and Bakery - which provide over
10,000 direct and indirect job opportunities per
year, in the manufacture and distribution of high
quality food products, leading the local and region-
al market.”

The company has two factories based in Ku-

wait:

> Meat Processing Plant: 600 employees,
with & production capacity of nearly 26,000
tons per year, and produces 400 different
products.

> Bakeries Factory: with nearly 300 employees

and a production capacity of 6,500 tons per

year with more than 100 different products.

Interview 6@ cnclibll

the delightful world
of Americana's

BAKERIES

In addition, Americana Group’s products are lo-
cated in more than 20 countries around the world,
where more than 20 million households enjoy
Americana’s wide range of high quality products,
with their continuous innovations that cater to
changing consumer needs. The Group’s factories
are based in four major countries in the region:
Kuwait, United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia and
BEgypt. Being present in these strategic locations
has enabled Americana’s products to gain leading
share in local markets, as well as a significant ex-
port capacity to most countries in the region and
beyond.

He stressed that growth & expansion are an integral
part of the Group’s strategy since its establishment
“We have a passion for growth and pride providing
the world with world-class products, made in the Arab
world, “ he said.

Eng. Mahrous also pointed out that the Americana’s
meat processing plant is the oldest meat factory in
the region. It was founded in 1978 to produce burgers,
minced meat and an array of protein-based products.
Today, Americana’s meat portfolio enjoys a leading
market share in Kuwait's retail market, exceeding
60%. Americana Bakeries portfolio also has a leading
share in the market. It is worth noting that Amer-
icana is the pioneer in establishing & frozen food fac-
tory and introducing packaged croissants, salads and
fresh sandwiches to the retail market in Kuwait.
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Hstablished in 1964 and Introduced the Concept of Quick Serving Res-
taurants in 1970

“Americana Group”: 20 Countries 60
Thousand Employees and More Than
1930 Restaurants

AMERICANR

QUALITY

Americana Group is one of the most
successful companies in the Middle
Hast and North Africa in food manufac-
turing and restaurant management,
for over 60 years. The Group was found-
ed in Kuwait in 1964, and was the first
to launch the concept of “Quick Serv-
ing Restaurants” or QSR concept in the
regional market in 1970 when it opened
Wimpy restaurant, the first burger joint
in the Middle East.

Today, Americana’s products, with
both of its divisions, can be found in
more than 20 countries worldwide. The
Group employs more than 60 thousand
employees and manages over 1930 res-
taurants in 13 countries.

Americana Group’s products are located in more than 20 countries in the world

Ourrelationshipwith the Kuwaiti society hasbeen close for decades since 1964

Americana meat processing plant is the oldest meat factory in the region




by opening a hospital, or restructuring roads, what leads
any country in the world is industry. If we will put Kuwait
on the Silk Road, we must start manufacturing raw ma-
terials and exporting them abroad. Kuwait was & transit
point for exporting, and has four main global elements
for the success of any industry that no one can compete
with, and these elements are cheap electricity, water, land
and strategic location in the world.”

Small and Medium Enterprises

Even though Al-Yagout sees the government’s support
to give young people the opportunity to invest is a great
strategy, it is disappointing to find that all investments
have been reduced to restaurants, cafes and fashion, say-
ing that national projects should be established to serve
Kuwait, so that money is traded between these projects.

“Small projects must be carried out according to a study
and full awareness, and the government must be trans-
parent in announcing the projects that have been put
forward periodically. This will eliminate the clamor that
some people raise from time to time regarding stealing
the idea of their projects. It is clear that there is no media
plan the National Fund is following. The National Fund
manages & Billion Kuwaiti Dinars and still does not have
a clear media plan.” He said.

Social Life - A Ruthless Society

At a personal level, Al-Yaqout confessed that working in
the media has taken him awsay from seeing his children
grow, and made him miss the precious moments with his
family.

In an effort to prevent his children make the same mis-
take; Al-Yagout did not let his daughter join the media
industry. He justifies his reason saying that “working in
media is tough, and personally, if [ went back to 1992 and
2004, I wouldn’t have left the oil sector because I sacri-
ficed so much in my life for a hobby that exhausted me.
T admit that the biggest mistake of my life was entering
the media world, especially since the media industry in
Kuwait did not take its rightful role.”

Kuwait’s “Bread Baker”

“Kuwait's Bread Baker” is the nickname Al-Yagout
names his personal phone because of all the calls and
messages he receives daily, and sometimes between 500
to 1000 messages and phone calls which include inquir-
ies, complaints and requests for assistance.

Debtors Campaign

Al-Yagout said that the many worries he absorbs from the
public on a,daily basis prevent him from good night sleep,
recalling the “Debtors Campaign” which contributed to
reducing the burden on debtors by collecting more than
one Million Kuwaiti Dinars paid through the Ministry of
Justice and contributed to the release of a, large number
of debtors.
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Talal Al-Yaqout in Brief

Engineer Talal Thungyan Al-Yagout worked in various positions in
the ail sector, from an Analyst to Director of Global Marketing at
Kuwait Petroleum Corporation, from 1988 to 2004 excluding the
year 1997.

During his career journey, he held the following pos-
itions:

» Tankers Rent Analyst

» Sales Department

* Intermediate derivatives Sales Coordinator

* Media Affairs Manager

* Head of Managing Director Office of Global Marketing

» Sales Manager for Naphtha, liquefied gas and car fuel

His achievements in the oil sector:

» Coordinator for the transfer of Kuwait oil tanker operations from
the London office to Kuwait after the liberation

* General Coordinator for the Launch of the Unleaded Fuel Cam-
paign

* General Coordinator of the 1998 Fuel Price Increase Campaign

* Spokesperson during the collapse of the oil markets in 1998

* Crisis Manager during the 2000 Al-Ahmadi refinery explosion

* Director of Information for the Northern Oil Fields Conference
with global oil companies

* General Coordinator with the U.S. Army for Fuel Needs during
the 2003 War

Positions in the Media Sector:

* Director of Programs at the Ministry of Information - Foreign
Stations in 1992

* CEO of Marina FM - 2005

* CEO of Salam FM - 2007

e CEO of Mix FM - 2007

* Chairman and CEO of Tawasul Services Company

* CEO of “Elm Net” Project for free home internet,

* CEO of Q8 Pulse 88.8 since 2016

Achievements in the Media Sector

* Media Advisor - United Networks (Kipco)

* Senior Media Advisor for Kuwait Census Prgject 2011 (Ministry
of Planning)

* Board Member in Tawasul Services Company

¢ Media Advisor for ALOLLA Insurance

* Media expert for the United Nations Development Programme for
Kuwait’s national development plan for the New Kuwait Project 2035

e CEO of @8 Pulse 88.8

¢ Board member at Hayat Telecommunication

¢ Board member at Kuwait Association for Learning Differences
(KALD)

* Media Adviser to the Minister of Oil and The Minister of Electri-
city and Water
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In 1998, Al-Yagout returned to KPC, until he received a call
from United Networks, which was betting on 88.8 radio fre-
quency. In this regard, Al-Yagout says, “Taking over the first
private radio station in the history of Kuwait was a dream to
me. But, the biggest sacrifice of my life was given up the pos-
ition in the oil sector that I had always wanted, for the sake of
my media ambitions of being in the first private radio station,
which was launched on April 6, 2005.”

Al-Yaqout returned to the radio through the famous program
“Al-Qayla”, which started on 1037 radio station, a program
that has made a quantum leap in radio programs, followed by
the opportunity to bid on the re-launched station 88.8 wherein
“Blue General trading and Contracting Company” won the bid
and Talal Al-Yagout took over as the CEO since 2016 to this day.

Private Sector Vs. Government Jobs

Thanks to his great experience in working between the gov-
ernmentand private sector, Al-Yagout can be the best person to
talk about the difference between them. According to him the
difference between them is huge, indicating that it is enough
for everyone to know that he gave up half of his salary when
he switched from the Oil Sector to work in the Ministry of In-
formation. Similarly, when he left KPC to work in 88.8 radio
station. He added that as long as you work in an area that you
love, you have to make concessions in return.

“Tamdeen Group” & “Q8 Pulse”

The remarkable success of “Q8 Pulse 88.8” has prompted
“Tamdeen Group” to invest in the radio station and harness
the company’s prgjects and commercial complexes such as
360 Mall, Al-Kout Mall and the new tennis complex. The radio
gtation has become part of the commercial system of the
“Tamdeen Group” wherein the station is guided according to
the strategic directions of the company.

The Power of Radio in Media

Al-Yagout believes that the power of radio, since its launch, has
never diminished because of a simple reason, the continuous
road congestion, which makes the radio outperform any other
media platform by simply playing the role of the companion
all the way with the listener. When compared with the num-
ber of TV channels, which is estimated to be above a thousand,
radio stations are less than that. But, the road congestion dur-
ing the morning, the afternoon and the evening hours, there
are nearly one million listeners listening to radio programs.
Al-Yagout confirms that radio remains the dominant media
platform when compared with any other mode.

To accentuate the power of the radio, Al-Yagout said that the
bid on the radio frequency of 88.8 reached 1.2 Million Kuwaiti
Dinars per year, wherein the contract for & years costs nearly
6 Million Kuwaiti Dinars, other than the employees salaries
and administrative expenses that make the total value of the
contract during the 5 years 10 Million Kuwaiti Dinars. Without
the high demand for radio stations, he added, we wouldn’t be
able to pay these dues and achieve the desired profit, especially
in the presence of many local and international competitors
guch as (FM Radio, Monte Carlo, BBC. and others).

“As is well known, radio stations are required to attract lis-
teners in one way or another for commercial profits, so we al-
ways stay between the “hammer and the anvil”, there are a lot
of programs that we want to stop but we can’t because they are

required by companies, and at the same time we can’t always
meet the demands of listeners, especially those related to song
requests, as it needs a, study in order to understand the listen-
ers’ taste.”

Credibility of Social Media

While Talal Al-Yagout doesn’t deny that social media channels
are not credible, he emphasizes that, as an activist on social
media, he only publishes news about himself, and especially
posts about actions happening behind the scenes. He refuses
to market advertisements through these channels, stress-
ing that he posts on his social media accounts what he sees
fit and for “free”, for example news of appointing Kuwaitis in
the banking sector and Singapore’s Minister of Health’s state-
ment on the Coronavirus).

“The issuance of the Audio-Visual Law has greatly reduced
the confusion that is going on through social media channels,
and even the media authorities have their hands full of cases
agalnst anyone who uses these means improperly.”

Kuwait Industries Union & the Industrial Sector

On the other hand, Al-Yagout touched on the participation of
“88.8FM” in Jusoor Expo 2019, pointing out that this partici-
pation left an impression that the industry in Kuwait is “mar-
ginalized”, and that the if the private sector is not given its full
rights, it will affect all other economic sectors.

“How can we attract foreign investors when the local manu-
factures and industrial companies are struggling in Kuwait!
And how can they rest agsured of investing in Kuwait when
residents are migrating to other better opportunities?” he said,
“We should not measure the success of Kuwait's vision-2035
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Chief Executive Officer of “Q8 Pulse 88.8FM”
Talal Al-Yaqout: I Sacrificed Oil Sector for the
Sake of Media IfI Could Go Back in Time,
I Wouldn’t Do It

Talal Al—Yaqout : OEO of “Q8 Pulse Remembering when it all started, Al-Yagout said: “I started

P s e L 1s o my career in the oil sector as an Industrial Engineer and
888FM , 16 8 DI ominent media pI O- Analyst in the Global Marketing Division at KPC. I was re-

fessional who succeeded in the field of gponsible for leasing international oil tankers, but at the

media and radio. De Spiﬁ@ havin g studieq seme time I had the hobby of listening to the radio. I was
’ ! ! looking to get a chance to be the person behind the micro-

Industrial Engineering and worked for phone.”
years in the oil sector, he made a, tran- He adds: “In 1992, the Ministry of Information needed people
aition to work in the challen gin g field of to read the newscast in English on the radio, and since I

di . h ~Of: speak English fluently, I applied to for an audition to read the
medila, as al appCﬂnteev then as a profes- bulletin, and as soon as they heard my English accent, the

sional who established dUI‘iDg his media, Ministry approved my performance. However, I requested

jOU rney a nu mber of radio stations and that I didn’t want to reveal my personality to the audience,
S o o out of respect and cormmitment to my work at KPC, so I start-

ma,naged awide r a,nge of successful ed my radio journey under the name Talal Abdulaziz.”
social programs.
Behind the Mic and On T'V
Soon after reading the newscast, Al-Yagout received a, call
from the Minister of Information at the time, Sheikh Saud
Nasser Al-Sabah, asking him to come to his office, and re-
quested him to take the helm of the midnight program that
aired from 10 p.m. until 1:.00 a.m. After which the minister
agreed entrusted Al-Yagout with the establishment of FM
Super Station 99.7, which made a huge transformation in the
foreign radio stations one year after its launch.

Al-Yagout was given a bigger task by the Minister to work
in the second channel KTVZ to present the news in English
where he became the first Kuwaiti wearing the national at-
tire to present the news in English. He also joined the “Good
Morning Kuwait” show on Channel 1, alongside Mohammed
al-Mansour, Eissa Ramadan, Hessa Al-Mulla and Nirvana
Idris, and other broadcasters of that era.







Q9JaJl pgaig aclub
zmlﬂlwggll“unralﬂﬁ
ot gugl ob 9w S0l

lisas aulall aagall

P EY |

alah ool oub @l aclin

©g)l Aclind Al a5 pb

Gt Paper Manufaclunng Comparry

P.0.Box. 7506 Fahaheel
admin hragulfpaper comkw




Perfect clothes washing
time & time again g

: 5 € i"’l .
. i _|.‘||
s
Elall
e
ALSANER S iy
= L=t =3 -
= —

aiglotall cilaiiol gilall = Hes
Al Sanea Chemical Products

© Kuwait Technologies




Ja)

gl Jagaill
=1

Kuwait Finance House

/

kfh.com 180 3333

Lolle duolbwdl @ajuall 3gai

Gisog dugh oy jrali lalleg buuglll 5yl o8 55Ul Bl Sea TSRS P
Jraalg 83gall dylle dosa culigiune pusdi e Gilall lijpsyig Juaiurall olai asalidl lipaig pueill Gilsal
Adlell culbhgolall cauls ibuungedl Sllg pgilis Jaljo groa oo slpadll o Lij_Ll.o.Q_l_é)S.i'.g.aJl Jalall

cliug lgua il yujlod L,.1J| Caleninall 0 ayalaillg aadadll juleodl  sgiuo 8.0}] Logs I Los

.dosall 63929 jodll bl Yo Jrdiue

> L @kfhgroup



